
The 11th Knowledge Sharing Virtual Seminar Session, hosted by the
Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) on November 12, 2025,
focused critically on "Nutrition and Urban Health," addressing the
intensifying challenge of urban malnutrition fueled by rapid
urbanization and concurrent lifestyle shifts. The session, moderated
by Maliha Khan Majlish, Project Associate at BUHN and featuring
Chief Guest Dr. Md. Rizwanur Rahman, Director General of
Bangladesh National Nutrition Council, aimed to explore how
urbanization fundamentally reshapes food environments, share
evidence on nutrition transitions, and disseminate findings on food
quality and safety in low-income urban areas. The consensus among
the key resource personnel, including representatives from UNICEF,
IPHN, and BFSA, was the urgent need for robust, multi-sectoral, and
integrated approaches to create resilient urban health systems...

The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN)
convened its Committee Meeting on Sunday, 9
November 2025, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the
UNICEF Office in Agargaon, Dhaka, bringing together
representatives from government offices, partner
organizations, and network members to review progress,
discuss ongoing initiatives, and plan future activities
aimed at strengthening the urban health landscape of
Bangladesh. The meeting served as a key milestone for
BUHN, marking the selection of a new president,
outlining major national and...

The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) had a prominent and
impactful presence at the 21st International Conference on Urban Health
(ICUH 2025), held from 17–21 November 2025 in Wellington, New
Zealand. Organized by the International Society for Urban Health (ISUH),
the conference — titled “Healthy Cities, Resilient Futures: Weaving
Climate Action, Equity, & Wellbeing from Asia Pacific to the World”—
brought together global leaders, researchers, policymakers, and
practitioners to advance urban health agendas focused on sustainability,
equity, and climate resilience. Throughout the event, BUHN contributed to
multiple high-profile sessions...
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Report of the International Urban
Health Summit

Progress on household drinking-
water, sanitation and hygiene 2000-
2024: Special focus on inequalities

The world is likely to exceed a key
global warming target soon. Now what?

Dr. Margub Aref Jahangir
Health Specialist (Urban), Health Section 
UNICEF Bangladesh

Across multiple national dialogues, seminars, and policy discussions of Bangladesh Urban Health
Network (BUHN), Dr. Margub Aref Jahangir repeatedly underscored that Bangladesh’s rapid
urbanization had created both urgent challenges and meaningful opportunities for improving
equitable health outcomes. Throughout these engagements, he consistently advocated for a people-
centered urban health system grounded in equity, accountability, and collaborative action.
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International Public Health Conference

Seventh session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA-7)

11th World Congress on Public Health
and Nutrition

The 1st International Online Conference
on Urban Sciences

16 Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence

26th International AIDS Conference International Conference on Emerging
Infectious Diseases (ICEID-2025)

Smart Cities: The Future of Urban
Development

9th International Conference on Global
Public Health (GLOBEHEAL 2026)

UPCOMING EVENTS & CONFERENCES

Occurrence, seasonal variation, and environmental risk of
multiclass antibiotics in the urban surface water of the
Buriganga River, Bangladesh
Simulating urban heat islands and local winds in the
Dhaka metropolitan area, Bangladesh
Comprehensive analysis of heavy metals in street dust
across urban and rural areas of Chattogram City,
Bangladesh: occurrence, sources, and health risks
Assessment of bisphenol A analogues in water and
sediment of an urban river system in Dhaka, Bangladesh:
a regionally focused environmental investigation
Drivers of Waste Separation Behavior in Urban
Bangladesh: Leveraging Social Norms and Environmental
Awareness for Circular Economy Success
Heat wave adaptation strategies among informal workers
in an urban setting: A study in Dhaka city, Bangladesh

Invitation for Conducting Baseline and Technical
Assessment on "Strengthening Resilience through
Gender Responsive and Integrated Services (RISe)"
project in Barishal City.
Collaborative Network for Climate-Resilient
Communities in South and Southeast Asia
Accelerating Development of Innovative, Exceptionally
Low-Cost Maternal and Child Nutrient Ingredients and
Products

Accelerating Innovation in Vaginal Formulations in
Support of Women's Health
For development of a proposal for a Climate Resilient
Sanitation Marketing program for rural and semi-urban
areas in Bangladesh.
Selection of individual consultant for feasibility study
on the potential of a cashless cluster under SMART
Project

Does food safety governance in Bangladesh include the
urban poor? An analysis of government strategies and
policies for the retail food environment in Bangladesh,
2013–2022
Remote sensing-based monitoring of peri-urban landscape
dynamics: A case study of Rupganj, Bangladesh
Service Delivery and the Pulse of Citizen Satisfaction in
Urban Governance of Bangladesh
Urban Inequalities
From fragmentation to synergy: Exploring the coordinated
development of urban resilience and urban low-carbon
transformation

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Md. Khairul Islam
Regional Director, WaterAid South Asia & 

Former President, BUHN

Across various BUHN engagements, Dr. Md. Khairul Islam consistently underscored the
urgency of addressing emerging urban health challenges and strengthening governance
structures to ensure sustainable reforms. As Chief Guest and a central voice in multiple
seminars and meetings, he drew attention to critical issues that required immediate policy and
programmatic action.
He emphasized the rising threat of lead poisoning — particularly from sources such as battery-
powered rickshaws — as a public health emergency that demanded rigorous research, rapid
mitigation efforts, and evidence-based policymaking...
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INTERNATIONALNATIONAL 
World Diabetes Day: 13.8 million people suffer from
diabetes in Bangladesh
Diabetes awareness in focus as Bangladesh ranks 8th
globally
World Toilet Day: Bangladesh battling unsafe sanitation
alongside global crisis
Basic sanitation is a daily battle for women in Dhaka
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