
The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) hosted a crucial virtual
knowledge-sharing session, "Stronger Minds in Challenging Times:
Youth and Urban Health," on Thursday, October 09, 2025, in
commemoration of World Mental Health Day 2025, aligning with the
theme "Access to Services – Mental Health in Catastrophes and
Emergencies." The session gathered a diverse audience of students and
young professionals to confront the severe mental health challenges
impacting urban youth. The discussions highlighted a crisis
characterized by immense stigma and a profound service gap, despite
rising awareness, with speakers providing sharp critiques of the
educational and social environment and offering actionable solutions.

The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) hosted its 9th Knowledge
Sharing Virtual Seminar on October 12, 2025, confronting the critical
intersection of environment, climate change, and urban health in
Bangladesh. The session, moderated by Ummay Farihin Sultana, Project
Manager at BUHN, synthesized expert perspectives on the challenges
faced by rapidly urbanizing areas, particularly affecting marginalized
populations. The overwhelming consensus was the need for intersectoral
collaboration and systemic reform to build resilient health systems.

The seminar began with Dr. Md. Shamim Hayder Talukder, CEO of
Eminence Associates for Social Development and BUHN Member
Secretary, who highlighted the severe crisis facing urban Primary
Healthcare (PHC). He noted that climate change and internal migration
have strained the system, with urban PHC coverage reaching only a critical
nine percent. Citing a significant funding crisis and the national health
system's failure to serve migrants...
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Mr. Md. Mamunur Rashid
Joint Secretary (World Health Wing), Health Services Division
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)

Mr. Md. Mamunur Rashid has consistently emphasized the importance of strengthening
Bangladesh’s urban health system through evidence-based, collaborative, and equitable
approaches. During BUHN’s 3rd Knowledge Sharing Virtual Seminar on “Urban Health and
Nutrition” (January 14, 2025), he highlighted the necessity of a coordinated...

Dr. Mohammad Zahirul Islam
Senior Programme Officer and Health Advisor

Embassy of Sweden

Dr. Mohammad Zahirul Islam has consistently emphasized the importance of strategic governance,
integrated planning, and inclusive partnerships in advancing Bangladesh’s urban health agenda.

At various BUHN-led dialogues and seminars, Dr. Islam underscored that Bangladesh’s loosely
regulated private sector has contributed to the rapid and unplanned growth...
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