
   

The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) successfully hosted its 12th
Knowledge Sharing Virtual Seminar on “Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and Urban
Health” on Sunday, 14 December 2025, from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM (Bangladesh Time,
GMT +6). The seminar brought together senior policymakers, development partners,
researchers, practitioners, and civil society representatives to examine persistent
challenges and emerging opportunities for advancing universal health coverage in
Bangladesh’s rapidly urbanizing context. Moderated by Ummay Farihin Sultana,
Project Manager, BUHN, the session fostered an in-depth dialogue on improving
equity, efficiency, and integration within urban health systems. The seminar focused on
the growing disparities in access to quality health services in urban areas, particularly
among vulnerable populations such as slum dwellers, informal workers, and low-income
households. 

The digitization of Primary Health Care (PHC) services in Bangladesh
through the Aalo Clinics model marks a significant milestone in the
country’s journey toward modern, efficient, and patient-centered
healthcare delivery. Introduced as the first fully digitized PHC initiative
at scale, the Aalo Clinics project has drawn widespread attention from
visitors and stakeholders for its innovative service delivery approach,
particularly because digitization at the PHC level has historically lagged
behind the limited automated systems seen in a few private tertiary
hospitals. 

Prof. Dr. Ferdousi Begum. FCPS | Professor & Head, Dept. of Obstetrics &
Gynecology, Institute of Women & Child Health | Prof. Ibrahim Medical College,
Dhaka | Chairman, OGSB Hospital & IRCH | Past President, Obstetrical &
Gynecological Society of Bangladesh (OGSB)
Why It Matters
Rapid urbanization has outpaced the availability of quality maternal, child, adolescent
and elderly health services. Housing societies in Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna and other
cities increasingly function like independent communities—yet lack structured, life-
cycle-oriented health facilities.
A planned Primary Health Care (PHC) point inside every housing society can ensure
preventive, curative and rehabilitative care close to home.
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On 25 November 2025, a devastating fire broke out in the Boubazar
block of Karail slum, rapidly engulfing thousands of densely packed
homes. Within hours, over 3,000 households were destroyed, leaving
poor families without shelter, possessions, or access to basic services.
In the midst of this humanitarian crisis, immediate and coordinated
health response became crucial.
Located only 300 meters from the burn affected area, the Karail Aalo
Clinic supported by UNICEF with funding from SIDA and
implemented by the PHD-led Consortium has fortunately been saved
and kept fully functional and activated its emergency response system
within 15 minutes of the fire incident. 

First ever digitization of Primary Health Care (PHC) services in the country
through Model Urban PHC clinics (Aalo clinics) project

Urban Primary Health Care for Housing Societies-Planned, People-Centered
Maternal, Child & Family Health in Bangladesh

Standing Beside Karail Fire Victims- a Humanitarian Response by Aalo Clinic
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On December 11, 2025, the halls of the Liberation War
Museum, Agargaon, Dhaka echoed with conviction, courage,
and collective hope as over 500 young leaders, policymakers,
researchers, and development partners gathered for the
Bangladesh 10th National Youth Conference on Family
Planning (BNYCFP 2025).
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Development Report

Asia and the Pacific Lifts 2.7 Billion
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Ecosystem Decline Threatens Progress—
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Asian Development Bank and the World
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Government Approves National Urban
Policy 2025

The Paris Agreement celebrates a decade
as a milestone in multilateral climate
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Sustainable solutions for resilient cities
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When heat drains growth: The human
cost of rising temperatures in Bangladesh
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Going beyond growth: How Bangladesh
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World Bank
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declaration on noncommunicable diseases
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Collaboration for trust – How cities build
innovation from the ground up

Age restrictions alone won't keep
children safe online

Shaping the urban climate agenda: Key
takeaways from COP30

IOM Launches First Nationwide
Estimate of Disaster-Induced Internal

Displacement in Bangladesh

Without big changes, this is what the
environment will look like in 2050

Seventh UN Environment Assembly
commits to multilateral solutions for a

more resilient planet

World health statistics 2025 Climate Risk Index 2025WUF12 Report

Dengue: global situation, surveillance and
progress – 2024 update

G20 Leaders’ Declaration Marks
Breakthrough for Women’s, Children’s

and Adolescents’ Health

ADB President Announces Emergency
Grants for Flood Relief Across Southeast

Asia and Sri Lanka

International Update

Advancing universal health coverage and
health security through private health
sector engagement: meeting report,

Cairo, Egypt, 15-17 July 2024

Save lives. End postpartum haemorrhage:
new consolidated guidelines and tools,
and the inaugural World Postpartum

Haemorrhage Day

Kangaroo mother care: a clinical practice
guide

Parliamentary network of champions for
women’s, children’s and adolescents’

health

Joining forces to end preventable deaths
of mothers and children

Powering a regional movement to
accelerate maternal and child survival
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Mr. Khondoker Md. Nazmul Huda Shamim
Project Director, UPHCSDP-II & Joint Secretary, Local Government Division (LGD),
MoLGRDC

Across multiple seminars and meetings of the Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN),
Khondoker Md. Nazmul Huda Shamim consistently emphasized the importance of
institutional reform, strong leadership, and accountability — alongside improved
coordination with city authorities and sustainable financing — to ensure the continuity and
effectiveness of urban primary healthcare systems in Bangladesh.

The Indian public servant helping
disadvantaged communities adapt to

rising heat

From Learning to Leadership:
Empowering South Asia’s Next

Generation

A roadmap to shaping India’s urban
future

Global Climate News How to adapt your city to extreme heatUrban Impact Issue 30

The world is likely to exceed a key global
warming target soon. Now what?

Global Waste Management Outlook
2024

1.7 billion people in urban and peri-urban
areas face food insecurity

Key Stakeholders Message/ Urban Voices

Mr. Rui Liu
Senior Health Specialist 
Asian Development Bank (ADB)

Across multiple meetings with the Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN), Mr. Rui
Liu, Senior Health Specialist at the Asian Development Bank (ADB), consistently
emphasized the vital role of governance, sustainable financing, and evidence-informed
policymaking in strengthening urban primary healthcare in Bangladesh.

Upcoming Events & Conferences

International Public Health Conference 11th International Conference on Global
Public Health 2026

Better Air Quality (BAQ) Conference
2026
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The 1st International Online Conference
on Urban Sciences

Climate Change and Emerging
Contaminants: Risks and Responses in

Asia and Beyond

International Conference on Climate
Change and Human Health Impacts

11th World Congress on Public Health
and Nutrition

Global Summit on Environmental Health
and Sustainability

International Conference on Public
Health and Health Care System

Recent Publications
A multi-country comparison between mobile phone surveys and
face-to-face household surveys to estimate the prevalence of non-
communicable diseases behavioural risk factors in low- and middle-
income settings
A scoping review and expert consensus on digital determinants of
health
Associations between digital maturity in health and primary health
care performance, 109 countries
Digital tracking, provider decision support systems, and targeted
client communication via mobile devices to improve primary health
care
The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown to 2030 for women's,
children's, and adolescents' health: tracking progress on health and
nutrition
Effective multi-sectoral approach for rapid reduction in maternal
and neonatal mortality: The exceptional case of Bangladesh
A study in Bangladesh, Colombia, and Uganda on creating and
retaining mobile health survey panels for longitudinal data
collection
The effectiveness of mobile app-based interventions in facilitating
behaviour change towards healthier and more sustainable diets: a
systematic review and meta-analysis
Treatment and long-term outcome of mental disorders: The grim
picture from a quasi-epidemiological investigation in 54,826 subjects
from 40 countries
Globalization and health in an emerging new world order
The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate
change: climate change action offers a lifeline
Designing a strategic purchasing framework for urban primary
healthcare services in Bangladesh: a protocol for a mixed-method
study with a discrete choice experiment
Influence of a pilot urban primary healthcare model on the use of
medically trained healthcare providers among the low-income slum
populations in Bangladesh: findings from an implementation
research study
Understanding the primary healthcare context in rural South and
Southeast Asia: a village profiling study
Policy and service delivery proposals to improve primary care
services in low-income and middle-income country cities
Supply-side and demand-side factors affecting allopathic primary
care service delivery in low-income and middle-income country cities
Digital General Practitioner Model to Enhance Urban Primary
Health Care: A Step Towards Universal Health Coverage in
Bangladesh
Provision of primary healthcare centers and women's healthcare-
seeking behaviour: Evidence from Bangladesh
Ensuring Universal Health Coverage through Primary Healthcare
Services in Bangladesh
Challenging inadequate and fragmented primary health care
financing: findings from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, and
Nepal

Call for Proposal
For development of national service standards and guidelines
for climate-resilient rural water supply and capacitating partners
on climate finance
The Provision of Skill Needs Assessment in Rohingya
Community for UNHCR, Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char
Bangladesh
Request for Express of Interest (EoI) - Consultancy for
Developing Strategic Plan (2026-2030)
Letter of Invitation for Hire a consultant to develop training
module on health, WASH and safeguarding messages to deliver
at Learning Centres (LCs) (As per ToR)
Planning Division
Terms of Reference (ToR) for Consultant hiring for staff
capacity building training on five selected modules
Terms of Reference (ToR) for Climate Finance Strategy and
Reporting & Monitoring Framework Development and
Implementation
Request for Proposal (RFP) - Development of the Climate
Resilience Strategy of 'Children Youth and Communities for
Change (CYCC)
Request for Proposal for the Provision of Skill Needs
Assessment in Rohingya Community for UNHCR, Cox’s Bazar
and Bhasan Char Bangladesh
Independent Evaluation of Friendship’s Livelihood
Interventions in Climate Vulnerable Locations of Bangladesh

Job Opportunities
Infectious Disease Surveillance Technical Advisor, Dhaka,
Bangladesh
Senior Project Associate (Health Coordination), Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh
Technical Expert, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Junior Consultant- Obstetrics and Gynecology, Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh
Administrative Officer, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Project Manager
Research & Development Specialist
Population Health Research Specialist
Senior Officer - Advocacy & Communication
Senior Project Officer, GBV Case Manager, Protection, HCMP
Project Manager
MEAL Officer
Finance & Admin Officer
Officer - Finance and Admin
Deputy Coordinator - Camp Management
Programme Officer - Implementation
Deputy Project Manager, Child Protection, HCMP
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Country gets first comprehensive urban
policy

ভূমিকম্প, অরক্ষিত নগরায়ণ ও
বাংলাদেশের স্বাস্থ্যঝুঁ কি

A call for action, finance, and justice

জাতীয় অত্যাবশ্যকীয় তালিকায় ২৯৫
ওষুধ, দাম নির্ধারণ করবে সরকার

Keep politics out of hospital: Health
Adviser

Empowering youth for a healthier future

City lives if soil lives Health systems need more than just
doctors. They need systems thinkers

Seminar highlights urgent pathways to
inclusive universal health coverage

Climate investment is only growth
opportunity of 21st century, says leading

economist

Can Dhaka evolve from decades of chaos
and mismanagement?

Why Bangladesh Should Rethink Public–
Private Partnerships

Building healthy urban future Rethinking the future of mosquito controlBangladesh’s cities need more than
master plans to survive

Budget increases alone cannot fix public
healthcare

When waste becomes threat, not nuisanceCan our urban transition be fair?
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National
Why Dhaka’s megacity status is cause for alarm
Urban pressures are growing
Our children can’t breathe
A warning for our health system
No measures to address heat stress in factories
Raising our voices against climate setbacks
Poverty and corruption
Ensuring essentials remain within reach
From political to water revolution
Dhaka needs to be silenced
Make tobacco products pricier
Mosquito outpaces bureaucracy
Antimicrobial resistance, food and nutrition
What the Recent Quake Taught Dhaka?
Soil management and food security
Climate migrants need urgent state action
How power and profit paralyse Dhaka’s transport
system

‍International
Urban Content in NDC 3.0 — A global snapshot for COP30
COP30: mirage for climate victims
Air pollution claims around 1m lives each year in Bangladesh, 4
South Asian countries: WB
Why global environmental negotiations keep failing
What was agreed on climate change at COP30 in Brazil?
2025 on track to tie second hottest year on record: EU monitor
How do we reform the environment?
How cities can access domestic and international public climate
finance
Air pollution: Not Dhaka but another city to reach the pollution
level of New Delhi
Youth push for action on environmental crises
Seventh UN Environment Assembly commits to multilateral
solutions for a more resilient planet
Introducing urban climate action: What, why and how
WHO warns of increase in malaria cases, deaths
COP30 brings both hope and letdowns for vulnerable countries
Kerala has abolished extreme poverty
South Asia’s climate-smart food future
Real-world vehicle emission factors for cities

‍More News

Dhaka cannot carry the nation alone Can we harness faith to protect the
environment?

Antimicrobial resistance threatens to
collapse our health system

Why is Dhaka debating Bangladesh’s
LDC graduation?

Outcome of COP30 does not bode well
for climate diplomacy

Earthquake Threat: Bangladesh’s
Vulnerability and Weak Preparedness
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