
   

In a significant and long-awaited development,
Bangladesh has finally approved the National
Urban Development Policy-2025, marking a
major step toward addressing the country’s
rapid and often unplanned urbanization. After
more than two decades of delays, this
comprehensive policy offers a much-needed
framework to guide the growth and
management of cities across the nation — a
crucial shift given that urban areas, while home
to only about 32 % of the population,
contribute over 60 % of national economic
output. 

In a proactive move ahead of the 13th National
Parliamentary Election, Bangladesh’s Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS) has announced the highest
level of health alert across the country’s health system,
spanning a continuous six-day period from February 10 to
February 15, 2026. The extraordinary directive aims to
ensure that health services, especially emergency and
primary care, remain robust, accessible, and uninterrupted
during the election period, when public movement and
service demand can rise significantly.

Bangladesh has taken a bold step toward transforming its
national healthcare landscape with the approval of the
Bangladesh-China Friendship General Hospital, a state-of-
the-art 1,000-bed medical facility projected to become a major
healthcare and treatment center in South Asia. This strategic
healthcare investment, championed by the interim
government’s Chief Adviser Professor Dr. Muhammad
Yunus, was formally approved at the National Economic
Council’s Executive Committee (ECNEC) meeting in late
January 2026 and represents a significant milestone in
expanding advanced medical services outside the nation’s
capital.
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& 
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International Public Health Conference 

Shah Imam Ali Reza
Joint Secretary (Planning), Health Services Division
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

“Universal Health Coverage (UHC) remains a critical target under Sustainable Development
Goal 3.8, requiring us to improve the quality of health services, reduce out-of-pocket costs,
and ensure the efficient use of public resources. While Bangladesh has made impressive strides
in strengthening rural health systems, urban primary healthcare has not yet received the
focused and structured attention it urgently needs.

Dr. Mohammed Eunus Ali
Director of the Institute of Public Health Nutrition (IPHN) 

On behalf of the Institute of Public Health Nutrition (IPHN), we reaffirm our strong
commitment to advancing nutrition-sensitive urban health systems in Bangladesh at a time
when rapid urbanisation is fundamentally reshaping how people live, eat, and access care.
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Climate Change and Emerging
Contaminants: Risks and Responses in

Asia and Beyond

International Conference on Climate
Change and Human Health Impacts

11th World Congress on Public Health
and Nutrition

Global Summit on Environmental Health
and Sustainability

International Conference on Public
Health and Health Care System

11th International Conference on Global
Public Health 2026
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Recent Publications
The Lancet Commission on a citizen-centred health system for India
Integrated Urban Health Data: Processes and Prospects for
Strengthening Urban Health Systems in Nepal
Can urban‒rural health insurance integration narrow the urban‒
rural income gap? Evidence from China
Scabies outbreak in Bangladesh: a growing public health crisis
HIV risk perception and problematic alcohol use among urban slum
residents in Bangladesh: findings from a cross-sectional survey
Comprehensive analysis of heavy metals in street dust across urban
and rural areas of Chattogram City, Bangladesh: occurrence,
sources, and health risks
Knowledge, attitude and practice of health care workers on solid
medical waste management in two urban hospitals of Bangladesh: a
mixed-method study
Challenging inadequate and fragmented primary health care
financing: findings from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, and
Nepal
Smartphones and Mental Health Awareness and Utilization in a
Low-Income Urban Community: Focus Group Study
Heavy Metals and Microplastics as Emerging Contaminants in
Bangladesh's River Systems: Evidence from Urban-Industrial
Corridors
Perceived-air pollution and self-reported health status: a study on
air pollution-prone urban area of Bangladesh
Rural and urban variation in mobile health substance use disorder
treatment mechanisms and efficacy.
Digital General Practitioner Model to Enhance Urban Primary
Health Care: A Step Towards Universal Health Coverage in
Bangladesh
The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate
change: climate change action offers a lifeline
Designing a strategic purchasing framework for urban primary
healthcare services in Bangladesh: a protocol for a mixed-method
study with a discrete choice experiment
Influence of a pilot urban primary healthcare model on the use of
medically trained healthcare providers among the low-income slum
populations in Bangladesh: findings from an implementation
research study
Understanding the primary healthcare context in rural South and
Southeast Asia: a village profiling study
Policy and service delivery proposals to improve primary care
services in low-income and middle-income country cities
Supply-side and demand-side factors affecting allopathic primary
care service delivery in low-income and middle-income country cities
Digital General Practitioner Model to Enhance Urban Primary
Health Care: A Step Towards Universal Health Coverage in
Bangladesh
Provision of primary healthcare centers and women's healthcare-
seeking behaviour: Evidence from Bangladesh
Ensuring Universal Health Coverage through Primary Healthcare
Services in Bangladesh
Challenging inadequate and fragmented primary health care
financing: findings from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, and
Nepal

Call for Proposal
Development of School Student-Focused Animated Learning
Videos for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) & Climate
Resilience
Subscription-Based Production ERP Solution with Integrated
POS System
Consultant Hiring for “Blueprint Plan Development on
Resilient Green Model Village
Women Led Embankment Protection and Resilience Building
Project (Gender responsive Disaster Risk Reduction in
Bangladesh- GRDRRIB
Health System Resilience for Improved SRHR in Bangladesh
Consultant for Developing Standard Operating Protocol (SOP)
on “Promoting an Equitable and Enabling Environment for
Women in Humanitarian Action
Climate Change and Gender Justice
Prottyasha II – Strengthened service delivery systems for
improved migration management and sustainable reintegration
Impact of Climate Change on the Economic Wellbeing and
Health Resilience of the Hijra and Marginalized Communities in
Bangladesh
Hiring a consultant for development of the National Action
Plan (NAP) to Operationalize the National Youth
Entrepreneurship Development Policy 2025, Bangladesh
EA 05/2025- Caritas Response to the Forcibly Displaced
Myanmar Nationals (FDMN) and Host Community (HC) in
Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char, Bangladesh

Job Opportunities
Expedited SVN- Head of Clinic, Sylhet, Bangladesh
Senior Project Associate (Site Development), Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh
Specialist - Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI)
GAVI Transition, Dhaka, Bangladesh
National Consultant for Final Evaluation (FE) of UNDP-
supported GCA Project, Bangladesh
National Consultant - Design of ProDoc for HPMP III and KIP
I Preparation, Bangladesh
Hiring National Consultant: Programme Support, Bangladesh
National Mechanization Specialist, Dhaka, Bangladesh
National Project Coordination Assistant, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Project Management Support - Senior Officer, Dhaka,
Bangladesh
Finance Officer, Cox's Bazaar, Bangladesh
Senior Manager, Project Management, Dhaka
Finance Manager, Yangon or Dhaka
Senior Officer - Cash and Voucher Assistance, Ukhiya,
Bangladesh
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