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Lead News

BUHN Hosts 16th Knowledge Sharing Seminar on Building Resilient Urban Health

Systems through Improved Medical Waste Practices

L A e i (e e et b e | The Bangladesh Urban Health Network (BUHN) successfully organized its 16th Knowledge

Topic: Bullging Resilient Urban Health Systems through Improved

Nadica Waste Practices Sharing Virtual Seminar on “Building Resilient Urban Health Systems through Improved Medical

Meet Resource Personnel Chief Guest

Waste Practices” on 13 May 2026. The seminar brought together policymakers, urban health

waolcame Spoech

Presmxsmn experts, city corporation representatives, academics, development partners, and healthcare
professionals to discuss the critical role of safe medical waste management in strengthening resilient
by 0 ey urban health systems in Bangladesh.

The session was inaugurated with welcome remarks from Dr. Margub Aref Jahangir, Health

Specialist (Urban), UNICEF Bangladesh, who highlighted the growing challenges posed by rapid

urbanization, environmental degradation, climate-related risks, and increasing healthcare waste. He

emphasized that effective medical waste management is essential for infection prevention,
environmental protection, and sustainable urban health development.

T The keynote presentation was delivered by Captain Raquib Uddin BN (Retd.), Director of PRISM

i Pt 200 Bangladesh Foundation (PBF), who shared PRISM’s two decades of experience in managing

g Moderson hazardous healthcare waste across Bangladesh.
>
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Ahead of the FY2026-27 national budget, policymakers, researchers
and public health experts today called for urgent reforms to
Bangladesh's climate-health financing system, warning that budget
allocations for the sector have declined despite growing climate-
related health risks across the country.

The call came at a high-level policy dialogue titled, “Climate-
Responsive Health Financing and Health System Resilience in
Bangladesh”, organised by the Center for Participatory Research and
Development (CPRD) in collaboration with HEKS/EPER and

Shushilan at Brac Centre Inn in Dhaka.
>

BA mother in a rural village should not have to travel hundreds of
kilometres to Dhaka for a service that ought to be available at her local
health facility. Yet this remains the reality for many Bangladeshis. While
the country has earned global recognition for reducing maternal and
child mortality and expanding immunisation coverage, millions still
struggle to access basic healthcare close to home. The problem is not a
lack of success stories. It is a lack of investment where it matters most:
primary health care. Bangladesh's public health achievements over the
past three decades are remarkable. Life expectancy has increased,
maternal and child mortality have fallen substantially, and immunisation
coverage has become a global success story.
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Members and Partners Update

Evidence into Better Health

Policy Decisions

innovation to close health

gaps

WHO guidance for mass
gathering events attended by
individuals from areas with
documented Bundibugyo virus
detection, May 2026

Evaluation of
global health
days 2019-2023

Evaluation of Global Health
Days 2019-2023: Report

Infection prevention and control
guideline for Ebola and Marburg
diseases
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Root cause analysis of a

yellow fever outbreak

User manual and questionnare

Root cause analysis of a yellow
fever outbreak: user manual and
questionnaire
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Formative evaluation of the
Global Health Cluster:
Report
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How Saudi Arabia Is Turning

Morocco’s whole-of-
government approach to
climate policy in action

WHO emergency guidance on the
use of licensed Ebola virus vaccine
during Bundibugyo virus disease
outbreaks, 28 May 2026

WHO practical manual
on meningitis diagnosis,
treatment and care

WHO practical manual on
meningitis diagnosis,
treatment and care
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Health Care (EQUIP): t

compendium of competency
assessment tools

+ Working for a brighter,
{ healthier future: how WHO

| improves health and
promotes well-being for the

world’s adolescents, 3rd ed.

World health
statistics b

World health statistics 2026:
monitoring health for the
SDGs, sustainable
development goals

SHAKE

the salt habit

SHAKE the salt habit, 2nd ed.

Prevention and control of
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countries in the WHO
South-East Asia Region

Prevention

and control

of diabetes
mellitus

R

unicef &

for every child

ce


https://buhn.org/the-story-of-muhammad-mahtabuddin
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/health/how-saudi-arabia-is-turning-evidence-into-better-health-policy-d
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/health/how-saudi-arabia-is-turning-evidence-into-better-health-policy-d
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/health/how-saudi-arabia-is-turning-evidence-into-better-health-policy-d
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/health/how-saudi-arabia-is-turning-evidence-into-better-health-policy-d
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/voices/harnessing-ai-and-private-innovation-to-close-health-gaps
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/voices/harnessing-ai-and-private-innovation-to-close-health-gaps
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/voices/harnessing-ai-and-private-innovation-to-close-health-gaps
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/arabvoices/morocco-s-whole-of-government-approach-to-climate-policy-in-acti
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/arabvoices/morocco-s-whole-of-government-approach-to-climate-policy-in-acti
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/arabvoices/morocco-s-whole-of-government-approach-to-climate-policy-in-acti
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09772
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09772
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09772
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09772
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09770
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09770
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09770
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09770
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09770
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121027
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121027
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121027
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-DGO-EVL-2025.70
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-DGO-EVL-2025.70
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121041
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121041
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121041
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121041
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121041
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240111332
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240111332
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240111332
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122864
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122864
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122864
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122864
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122864
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121386
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121386
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240121386
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240120341
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122505
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122505
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122505
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122505
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122482
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122482
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122482
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122482
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-DGO-EVL-2025.85
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-DGO-EVL-2025.85
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-DGO-EVL-2025.85
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290222255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290222255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290222255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290222255
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290222255

COP30 Presidency discusses Roadmaps and -

Global
Copenhagen
Porto Alegre Launches Its First Climate Action

Accelerator _ in

Implementation

Week To Turn Trauma into Climate Action

and Collective Mobilization
COP 31, COP 30 and COP 29 Presidencies
launch call for contributions to the Belém
Mission to 1.5
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Guidelines for the prevention of bloodstream
infections and other infections associated with
the use of intravascular catheters: part 2:
central venous catheters

WHO practical manual on meningitis diagnosis,
treatment and care

Infection prevention and control guideline for
Ebola and Marburg diseases
Measuring__integrated delivery of essential
public health functions:
systems and health security monitoring tools
World health statistics 2026: monitoring_health

a_review of health

Copenhagen
The Path Toward Affordable Green Housing
and Green Mortgage Standards in Malaysia

Disaster Risk Financing_in the Pacific: A

Landscape Study of Systems, Instruments, and
Enabling Conditions

‘You are not alone’: WHO chief vows to stand
with DR Congo through Ebola outbreak

WHO chief calls for urgent Ebola action and
pandemic preparedness

WHO sounds alarm over nicotine pouches

targeting young people
HIV__ prevention and
faltering, warns UNAIDS
Malaria vaccine is saving_ children’s lives:
WHO

UNICEF’s first international shipment of
emergency Ebola response supplies arrives in

treatment _services

Ituri, northeastern Democratic Republic of the
Congo

UNICEF scaling_up efforts to protect and
support children and families following Ebola

for the SDGs, sustainable development goals
Root cause analysis of a yellow fever outbreak:

user manual and questionnaire

Global status report on neurology: executive
summary

9th edition, Epidemiological Bulletin WHO
Health Emergencies Programme WHO
Regional Office for South-East Asia, 5

2026

WHO guideline for screening and treatment of
cervical pre-cancer lesions for cervical cancer
prevention: use of human papillomavirus (HPYV)
DNA genotyping

The importance of investing to end Obstetric
Fistula

As Aid Collapses and Crises Multiply, Women,
Children and Adolescents Risk Being_ Written
Out of Global Health Reform

Centering Women, Children, and Adolescents in
Global Health Reform

Protecting__ Vision to Advance Maternal,
Newborn and Child Health: Al-Enabled
Screening for Premature Infants in Mongolia

outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Uganda
Risk of Famine persists as nearly 19.5 million

people face acute food insecurity in Sudan

Economic _inequality harming _children’s
wellbeing_in world’s wealthiest countries -
UNICEF

FAST FACTS: 30 years of
therapeutic food for children, yet millions more
still need it - UNICEF

Pesticide residues in food: report 2025: Joint

FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues

life-saving

How Saudi Arabia Is Turning_Evidence into
Better Health Policy Decisions

From water scarcity to security: Improving lives
and creating jobs in Botswana

From words to water: Building the next
generation of water professionals

New US$9.8 million initiative to boost climate
resilience through Ethiopia’s Green Legacy

As cities grow and climate risks rise, new
UNEP_report shows path to climate-resilient

buildings
Climate action key to affordable housing, but
buildings decarbonisation stalls
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Key Stakeholders Message/ Urban Voices

Captain Raquib Uddin BN (Retd.)

Director, PRISM Bangladesh Foundation (PBF)

Medical waste management is no longer simply an environmental concern; it is a critical public health
and urban governance issue. As Bangladesh continues to urbanize and expand healthcare services, the
volume of healthcare waste generated each day is increasing significantly. Ensuring the safe
segregation, collection, treatment, and disposal of medical waste is therefore essential to protect
healthcare workers, patients, communities, and the environment.

Over the past two decades, PRISM Bangladesh Foundation has worked closely with government
institutions, city corporations, healthcare facilities, and development partners to establish and
strengthen medical waste management systems across the country. While important progress has been
made, substantial challenges remain, particularly in ensuring compliance, strengthening infrastructure,

and expanding services beyond major urban centers.
o>

Md. Mamunur Rashid

Joint Secretary (WHO Health Section)

Health Services Division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

A resilient healthcare system extends beyond the delivery of clinical services; it also
requires effective systems for managing healthcare waste safely and sustainably.
Improper medical waste management poses significant risks to public health,
environmental safety, and infection prevention efforts. Addressing these challenges
requires coordinated action across sectors and institutions.

The Government of Bangladesh remains committed to strengthening healthcare

waste management through policy development, institutional capacity building, and

service improvements. (ERLEIRIUE
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