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23% Urban Population Suffers from Hypertension: Study
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Nearly 23% urban population of the four city corporations - Narayanganj, Cumilla, Mymensingh and Rangpur - are
suffering from hypertension, a common risk factor amongst city dwellers that leads to several life-threatening
complications. At the same time, 14% of the people are also at higher risk of being hypertensive, according to the
findings of the study titled "Hypertension and Obesity Load in Bangladesh: How Large is the Iceberg?"

Members and Partners Update

Every two minutes, a woman dies during
pregnancy or childbirth

UN rights expert calls on Bangladesh to
draft anti-discrimination leprosy laws

According to a new report from the World Health
Organization (WHO), maternal deaths have either
increased or stagnated nearly everywhere, from 223
maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 2020, down
from 227 in 2015 and 339 in 2000. Unless progress is
made on global targets for reducing maternal deaths –
most of which are preventable - the lives of over one
million more women by 2030 could be at risk

“Leprosy is hidden beneath multiple layers of systemic
exclusion, structural discrimination, and institutional
neglect,” said UN Special Rapporteur on discrimination
against persons with leprosy, Alice Cruz, following an
eight-day visit to Bangladesh. Currently, people from
120 countries are affected by leprosy, known as
Hansen’s disease, with more than 200,000 new cases
reported worldwide yearly.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133802
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133537
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/health/23-urban-population-suffers-hypertension-study-487870
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Recent Publications Call for Proposal

‍‣ The contribution of private health facilities to
the urban tuberculosis program of Afghanistan.

‣ Urban workers' cardiovascular health due to
exposure to traffic-originated PM2.5 and noise
pollution in different microenvironments.

My name is Romjan Ali. Age 54. I live in the Dhaka slum of Kamrangirchar. My wife,
youngest daughter, son, daughter-in-law, and grandson all live with me. He just turned
8. My older daughter is married. She lives in Tongi with her husband. I make a living as
a blacksmith. This is something I've been doing for 20–25 years. Alhamdulillah, I can
make all kinds of iron and steel tools, like knives, sickles, fish knives, and so on.

Over 4% of Summer Mortality in European
Cities is Attributable to Urban Heat Islands

Stressed and depressed: Climate change
and mental health in Bangladesh

Over four percent of deaths in cities during the summer
months are due to urban heat islands, and one third of
these deaths could be prevented by reaching a tree
cover of 30%, according to a modelling study published
in The Lancet and led by the Barcelona Institute for
Global Health (ISGlobal).

The World Bank and Georgetown University recently
conducted a study which was published in The Lancet
Planetary Health. The study assesses, for the first
time, the prevalence of mental health issues such as
depression, generalized anxiety disorder, or the
simultaneous presence of both conditions in a
representative population in Bangladesh.

Key Stakeholder Message

‣ Unicef Request For Proposal No. 2023-
9180929 Orientation & Mentoring For Hcd & Bi
/ Applied Behavioural Sciences In The Mena
Region To Support Achievement Of Results
For Zero-Dose Children & Other Reg

Upcoming Events and Conferences

UN 2023 Water Conference

The first UN water conference in a generation, the UN 2023 Water
Conference, co-hosted by the Governments of Tajikistan and the
Netherlands will be a watershed moment to mobilize Member States,
the UN system, and stakeholders alike to take action and bring
successful solutions to a global scale.

The story of Romjan Ali

https://www.isglobal.org/en/-/4-of-summer-mortality-is-attributable-to-urban-heat-islands
https://blogs.worldbank.org/endpovertyinsouthasia/stressed-and-depressed-climate-change-and-mental-health-bangladesh
https://buhn.org/story-of-romjan-ali
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36740323/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36402323/
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/191710
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Newspaper and Media Update

The government took an initiative
to construct a hospital via public-
private partnership (PPP) in
Chattogram Railway Building
(CRB) area that is ecologically
important and carries some
historical values. Another
heartbreaking incident occurred in
Dhaka's Katabon wildlife market,
where 400 animals died during this
strict lockdown when shopkeepers
could not open their shops to take
care of the animals. 

Gonoshasthaya Kendra has
decided to offer dialysis treatment
to 100 kidney patients per night
for Tk 1,000 per session.
The Gonoshasthaya Nagar
Hospital in Dhaka's Dhanmondi is
going to start the treatment at the
reduced cost from February 5,
according to a press release
issued by Gonoshasthaya Kendra
yesterday.

As out-of-pocket medical
expenses soar, crowdfunding
provides some respite (The
Business Standard)

Urban green space and well-
being (The Business Standard)

Gonoshasthaya Kendra offers
dialysis for Tk 1,000 for 100
patients a night (Daily Star)

More News

National
﻿‣ A woman dies every 2 minutes due to pregnancy,
childbirth: UN report (Daily Star).
‣ Traps and gaps of urban greening for Dhaka (Daily
Prothom Alo).
‣ Breathing Toxic Air (Daily Inqilab).

International 
‣ Healthcare measures that urban women need to take
(Hindustan Times).
‣ Urban healthcare (Dawn).
‣ People in urban areas have worse hay fever
symptoms, analysis suggests (The University of
Manchester).

Job Opportunities

‍‣ One Health (Human) Specialist ‍‣ Chief of Party - Tuberculosis Diagnostics
Network Strengthening (TBDNS)

Follow us on Facebook

Over the years, out-of-pocket
medical expenses have
increased in Bangladesh, putting
lower and middle-income
families in financial distress.
Although medical crowdfunding
is not yet done in an organised
manner in the country, there are
a few organisations who help
patients by raising money
through campaigns on social
media.

https://www.tbsnews.net/thoughts/urban-green-space-and-well-being-281461
https://www.thedailystar.net/health/healthcare/news/gonoshasthaya-kendra-offers-dialysis-tk-1000-100-patients-night-3237941?fbclid=IwAR2DgpZ10ookQLQWvJDeIevtOA2ThH25AlvlymOHidqjFIg-mm7-JhwoEk8
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3574507961/?alternateChannel=search&refId=nLneABrnx%2BEB4jybe5v74g%3D%3D&trackingId=j%2Bpp%2BQ3hRlvI3q6Xq43yQg%3D%3D&trk=d_flagship3_search_srp_jobs
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3574148070/?eBP=JOB_SEARCH_ORGANIC&refId=c4%2BQG4y3cEOC1n%2BLpfsoCA%3D%3D&trackingId=XpxicJAkcoz8l4PqNCuWSw%3D%3D&trk=flagship3_search_srp_jobs
https://www.facebook.com/BUHN1
https://buhn.org/
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/panorama/out-pocket-medical-expenses-soar-crowdfunding-provides-some-respite-590294
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/world/news/woman-dies-every-2-minutes-due-pregnancy-childbirth-un-report-3255131?fbclid=IwAR1Rw9GYztiVIlmKNuYrfEzB89zYhapbQCa9BZWnDU0Jt40Bo5Vrb1YtOV0
https://en.prothomalo.com/opinion/traps-and-gaps-of-urban-greening-for-dhaka
https://old.dailyinqilab.com/article/555420/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%83%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/health/healthcare-measures-that-urban-women-need-to-take-101676980629533.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1737185
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/people-in-urban-areas-have-worse-hay-fever-symptoms-analysis-suggests/

